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Mrs. Cannington’s 3rd Grade Class 
Parent Handbook 2019-2020
Communication

The education of your child involves a partnership between school and home. I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success. Throughout the year I will communicate with you through Dojo notes, your child’s agenda, telephone calls, weekly newsletters, report cards, e-mails, and parent conferences. Always know you may contact me with any questions by:

1. Dojo Messages
2. Email: canningtons@rcschools.net
3. Notes in agenda

Attendance

Blackman Elementary encourages good attendance to promote a high standard of achievement. Please maintain a positive attitude at home regarding school attendance; however, if your child is sick or has a temperature, please keep them at home so other children will not be affected. Please review all of the attendance guidelines set forth in the Student Agenda. Please remember to send in the Blackman Elementary Absentee Notice or a note when your child has been absent. Do not write notes about absences in your child's agenda.  It needs to be sent in separately inside your child’s daily folder. The note will need to be submitted within five days of the student returning to school to be accepted.

Lunch

Students may bring a lunch from home or purchase a lunch from the cafeteria. Please make all checks payable to Blackman Elementary Cafeteria. Breakfast is $1.50 per day. Lunch is $2.75 a day.  Extra milk is $.50. Mealpay Plus is available for you to prepay with a credit or debit card on your child’s account. This program allows you to make prepayments as well as monitor your student’s purchases and account balances. You may log on to www.mealpayplus.com. There is a fee for each transaction.  
Our lunch time is 11:35-12:00.
Ice Cream/A La Carte Items

Ice cream may only be purchased on Fridays.  The cafeteria requires written permission to sell ice cream/a la Carte items to your child, so please fill out the permission form.  If you wish for your child to purchase ice cream on Fridays not using money on his/her account, please send in ice cream money in an envelope on Friday mornings.   Ice cream is $.50. Students cannot charge ice cream to accounts.

Money 
When your child brings money to school for any reason, always send the money in a sealed envelope in the daily
folder with the following information written on it:

1. Your child’s first and last name

2. The amount of money

3. The purpose for the money (lunch, ice cream, special snack, field trip, book order, etc.)


4. My name and grade (Mrs. Cannington, 3rd Grade)

**Your child will be responsible for unpacking his/her belongings each day, so it is very important that all

money/checks be labeled correctly and inside an envelope.   
Snack

We will have snack each day. Please help your child choose a healthy snack to bring to school. Students are not allowed to share snacks. If your child needs a spoon/fork for a snack, be sure to send one in as I do not keep these in the classroom.  Also, please do not send in juice/milk for snack time. We have a water fountain in our room that the students can use or they can bring a water bottle. Please make sure that your child can open and close the bottle correctly to prevent spills.

Special Snack-Once a month, we have a special snack day.  Your child can bring money to purchase a special snack from school.  Please send a regular snack with your child even if he/she does not buy a special snack.  
Discipline

See Mrs. Cannington’s Discipline Policy 
Arrival and Dismissal

The children may arrive at school anytime after 6:45, but must be here by 7:35. Morning drop off will be in the back of the school beginning at 6:45.  You may drop students off at the front after 7:20.  Students who arrive after 7:35 will need to receive a tardy slip from the office.  For afternoon car riders, we have provided a car decal to be placed in the driver’s window to ensure a quick dismissal time. Your child cannot be picked up in the car rider line without a decal. You will be asked to pick the child up at the office. Please review pick-up guidelines in your student agenda.  Extra car decals can be purchased in the office.  Your family will receive one for free. If there is a change in your child’s dismissal please write a note and send it inside the daily folder. Do not write transportation change notes in your child's agenda.  It needs to be sent in separately. If there is a sudden change during the day, you must contact the office and they will notify me. The office number is 615-904-3795. Please do not email me transportation changes. 

Book Orders

Throughout the year, your student will be receiving Scholastic book orders. These orders are provided as a convenient way for parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price. As an added bonus, for every dollar that is spent on books, we earn bonus points as a class, which are used to purchase books for classroom use.  You can order online by sending in a check.  To order online visit https://clubs.scholastic.com/ and use class code VY7Q6.   If you wish to order by check, fill out the order form found on the flyer and return it with a check made out to the book company in an envelope. Scholastic does not accept cash.  
Visitors
For safety, anyone who enters the building for any reason must check in at the office with a state issued ID and receive a visitor pass.  
Daily Needs 
Your child must bring his/her backpack, binder/agenda, and library book(s) to school each day. It is also crucial that you check your child’s binder every night to see if there are any notes as well as what he/she has done at school. Don't forget to initial your child’s agenda each night. **Remember-Do not write absent excuse notes or transportation changes in the agenda. They MUST be turned in on a separate paper.

Academic Portfolios and Blue Assessment Folders

Throughout the year I will keep work samples and tests to show your child’s progress in an academic portfolio. On most Wednesdays, your child will bring home a blue assessment folder. The folder will contain tests, graded work, and occasional work samples from the previous week. Please review and sign/date each paper in the blue folder and return it to school on Thursday. These papers will then be placed inside your child’s portfolio.

Birthdays

For the safety and health of our students, birthdays will not be celebrated with food at school. When your child has a birthday, their name will be announced during morning announcements and he/she will receive a birthday pencil and picture from Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Marable. Also, please do not send birthday invitations to school unless you plan to invite the whole class. 

Report Cards and Progress Reports
Report cards will come home at the end of each grading period which is every nine weeks. Please be sure to sign and return your child’s report card. Progress reports will be sent home between each grading period and they also need to be signed and returned.  Skills and units of study will be posted on the weekly newsletter. 

The grading scale is as follows: 
93-100 A 
85-92 B 
75-84 C 
70-74 D 
69 or below F
Make-up Work 
As per county policy, students will be given 5 days to make up work missed during an absence.  I strongly recommend that students get the work turned in as soon as possible, since their new learning will build on the material that was missed.  If a child misses a test (but knew about it before the absence), I will administer the test to your child on the day of their return.  I understand that all children are sick and have unavoidable circumstances, but excessive absences can be very detrimental to grades.  Therefore, it is important for students to complete make-up work and turn it in when it is due.


Medications 
All medications (including cough drops) will be kept in the nurse’s clinic.  Medication will not be kept in the classroom.  A parent must sign medication in with the nurse; please do not send medication to school with children.

Updating Contact Information 
Please notify me of any changes in contact information (work or home phone, address, emergency contact, etc.)  It is important we keep our records updated for the safety of your child.

Student of the Week

During the school year, your student will have the opportunity to be the “Student of the Week”. Your child will get to be line leader that week and be my assistant.  

Homework

In order to reinforce skills that are learned, homework will be assigned.  See the homework policy paper. 
Field Trips
We will take approximately 2 field trips during the year. Information and permission slips will be sent home in advance.

Classroom Library
Cleaning out old books that your child no longer reads?  Our class library would love to have them!  If you no longer want the books, we will put them to use! 

Student Handbook
Please read and familiarize yourself with the Blackman Elementary Student Handbook in your child's agenda. In the handbook you will find important things to know such as the attendance policy, the tardy policy, dress code, cafeteria rules/regulations, and much more.
Outdoor Recess and Dress Code

We go out every day that the weather permits. Please remember this when dressing your child for school. Some clothing and shoes are fun to wear, but not suitable for playing.  Be sure to check the school agenda for the dress code policy.  

Confidentiality

I am unable to comment on other children’s assignments. At times your child may come home and say that something was not fair in the classroom. Please keep in mind that I cannot comment on the needs of another child.
